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Regional
Mann studies French and French culture in the modern world
Only a few decades ago French was the
popular choice of American high school
students studying foreign languages. This
has changed. Spanish is the new choice
for most students. But does this fact mean
that French has lost its relevance in today’s
world? Someone who thinks not is Debbie
Mann, a professor in the department of foreign languages and literature at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville.
Born in Lakeland, Fla., Mann earned
her bachelor’s degree in French at Berry
College in Georgia, and her master’s and
doctorate from the University of Florida.
For someone who grew up in a part of the
United States where very few people speak
French, she showed an early interest in the
language.
“I think you just find a subject and a
culture that speaks to you and for some
reason that was France, and that has now
extended to Quebec,” Mann said. “I started studying French in high school and you
don’t have to grow up in a French-speaking household or have any other links
except that the language was interesting to
you and you find the culture congenial and
interesting.”
French is one of the most widespread
languages in the world, spoken in over 50
countries. It is the official language in 32 of
them. In this country, according to Mann,
French is holding its own due in large part
to the efforts of teachers.
“The American Association of Teachers
of French has an enormous advocacy
program going in order to make sure
that French doesn’t lose its place,” Mann
explained. “It has the undeserved reputation of being difficult, but in fact a person
who has never studied French already
knows about 15,000 words of French
because of William the Conqueror and

the amount of French – which must have
been around 10,000 words – that went into
the English language with the Norman
Conquest. It is probably not going to take
that much longer to learn than another
romance language, about 720 to 750 hours
of instruction to get to a fairly advanced
level.”
During her career, Mann has shown
a particular interest in Quebec, the epicenter of French culture in Canada. “It
is a culture that combines the best of the
European French mentality and the very
familiar North American lifestyle. So it is
impossible not to fall in love with it while
you are there and feel comfortable and yet
feel that you are truly abroad,” she said.
One of the authors Mann has studied
extensively is Andrée Chédid, a French
poet and novelist of Lebanese descent who
was born in Cairo and of whom few people
really know much about.
“The style of this author is extremely
interesting since she has a very simple on
the surface way of writing, but at the same
time if you look at her technique a little
more closely you see that she is a great
stylist in terms of being able to tell the
story in different ways with some fairly
innovative techniques for the time.”
Chédid and her husband moved to
France after he completed his medical
studies in Lebanon. She lived in France
from 1942 until her death last year at the
age of 90. “She saw cultures that had to
coexist and was very much moved by the
Lebanese Civil War and so wrote stories
that in different ways promote that idea
that people don’t need to be the same and
they don’t need to agree, but they can still
coexist and try at least to have some kind
of bridge of communication,” Mann said.
Mann’s research has also engaged

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk
language and culture in broader terms,
including writing an article questioning
whether music really is the “international
language.”
“The paper was dealing with something
I found interesting at the time and I still
do, and that is listening to French radio
and hearing a song that you know is an
American song and was given French lyrics. Most people in France just assume
that it is a French song,” Mann said.
“And so I started studying how the songs
got transferred into French and whether
they changed drastically or whether they
basically remained the same and to what
extent there is a change in the message
as the song goes from one language to
another.”
Mann is unequivocal about her faith
in the future of French in this country. “I
think if you take people on a study abroad
to France or Quebec they become your best
ambassadors,” she said. “So I think you
start in the classroom and try to expand
beyond the classroom and have people
find something that corresponds to a center of interest they might have, and then
you make sure you get them immersed in
the culture and after that you don’t have to
do anything. You are done!”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,”
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu. Mann studies French
and French culture in the modern world.
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Dr. Debbie Mann at work.

Goddard School to host
circus event tomorrow
Includes food,
performers,
zoo, games
and more
By JULIA BIGGS
jbiggs.edwi@gmail.com

For the Intelligencer

Reptiles

Opening day of the Summer Reading Program for Maryville Community Library
was presented at the Maryville Community Center on June 7. Serengeti Steve
presented The Reptile Experience. His love of teaching, in addition to his outgoing personality, allowed him to make The Reptile Experience both an exciting and
educational program.

The
Goddard
School
in
Edwardsville is hosting a special
event Saturday that will bring all
of the traditional circus activities
to town.
The event will feature a performance by Everyday Circus youth
performers, a petting zoo, an
appearance by FredBird of the St.
Louis Cardinals, games, food and
other fun activities.
A big top tent will be erected
south of The Goddard School’s
Annex, located at 921 Arbor Vitae

May home sales in Illinois up
22.1 percent from a year ago
SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Home
sales in Illinois recorded their
best May performance since 2007,
and year-over-year median sales
prices moved into positive territory in the Chicago area for the first
time in more than four years, data
released by the Illinois Association
of REALTORS show.
Statewide home sales (including single-family homes and condominiums) in May 2012 totaled
11,984 homes sold, up 22.1 percent
from 9,815 home sales in May 2011.
This was the best May performance
since 2007 when 14,493 homes were
sold in Illinois.
The statewide median price in
May was $145,000, up 3.6 percent
from May 2011. This was the third
straight month of median price
increases in Illinois, and marked
a $22,650 jump in median prices
since January. The median is a typical market price where half the
homes sold for more and half sold
for less.
“If there was any uncertainty
about whether the housing market
was going to hold up as we moved
deeper into the year, that’s been dispelled,” said Loretta Alonzo, CRB,
GRI, Broker-Owner of Century
21 Alonzo and Associates in La
Grange Park and president of the
Illinois Association of REALTORS.
“To have such a strong statewide
showing later in the spring selling
season, and to see the Chicago area

snap a 49-month trend of median
price decreases is huge news. All
the indicators seem to reflect a stabilizing housing market, which is
a strong contributor to a broader
economic recovery.”
The monthly average commitment rate for a 30-year, fixed-rate
mortgage for the North Central
region was 3.83 percent in May
2012, down from 3.89 percent during the previous month, according to the Federal Home Loan
Mortgage Corporation. Last year in
May it averaged 4.67 percent.
In the nine-county Chicago
Primary Metropolitan Statistical
Area (PMSA), home sales (single
family and condominiums) in May
2012 totaled 8,276 homes sold,
up 25.3 percent from May 2011
sales of 6,605 homes. The median
price in May 2012 was $170,000
in the Chicago PMSA, up 0.1 percent compared to last year in May
when it was $169,900. The last
time prices showed year-over-year
gains in the Chicago PMSA was
March 2008.
“For the first time since the recession began, median house prices are
increasing on an annual basis and
are forecast to continue this trend
through the end of the summer,”
noted Dr. Geoffrey J.D. Hewings,
Director of the Regional Economics
Applications Laboratory of the
University of Illinois. “The weaker
than expected job figures for the

last few months appear not to have
affected the housing market; inventories are down, sales volumes are
up and the pending sales index is at
its highest point since 2008.”
More than half of Illinois counties reporting (59 of 100) showed
year-over-year home sales increases
in May 2012. Fifty-one (51) counties
showed year-over-year median price
increases including Champaign, up
5.0 percent to $144,950; Cook, up 3.0
percent to $170,000; Jo Daviess, up
13.1 percent to $142,500; Kane, up 9.2
percent to $158,900; Kankakee, up
8.9 percent to $116,500; Madison, up
13.3 percent to $127,900; McHenry,
up 4.6 percent to $152,608; Peoria,
up 16.7 percent to $120,500; Rock
Island, up 7.8 percent to $88,678;
and Winnebago, up 1.9 percent to
$88,450.
In the city of Chicago, May 2012
home sales (single family and condominiums) totaled 2,037, up 19.6
percent from 1,703 homes sold in
May 2011. The city of Chicago median home sale price for May 2012 was
$203,000, up 6.8 percent compared
to May 2011 when it was $190,000.
“First-time homebuyers, move-up
buyers and investors are finding
compelling pricing and historically
low interest rates as a perfect incentive to buy now,” said REALTOR
Bob Floss, president of the Chicago
Association of REALTORS and managing broker-owner of Bob Floss and
Son Realty. “With a scarce supply of

rental homes available and rents
increasing across the city, those on
the fence are using this market
to make their mark and purchase
a home. REALTORS are optimistic the market is stabilizing and
will continue to show affordable
options be absorbed by homebuyers this year.”
Sales and price information is generated by Multiple Listing Service
closed sales reported by 31 participating Illinois REALTOR local
boards and associations including
Midwest Real Estate Data LLC data
as of June 7, 2012, for the period
May 1 through May 31, 2012. The
Chicago PMSA, as defined by the
U.S. Census Bureau, includes the
counties of Cook, DeKalb, DuPage,
Grundy, Kane, Kendall, Lake,
McHenry and Will.
The Illinois Association of
REALTORS is a voluntary trade
association whose 41,000 members
are engaged in all facets of the real
estate industry. In addition to serving the professional needs of its
members, the Illinois Association
of REALTORS works to protect the
rights of private property owners
in the state by recommending and
promoting legislation that safeguards and advances the interest of
real property ownership.
Find Illinois housing stats data
and the University of Illinois REAL
forecast at www.illinoisrealtor.org/
marketstats.

in Edwardsville which is just
above Peel Wood Fired Pizza, for
the three-hour event. Scheduled
activities include:
s *UGGLER NOON TO  PM
s 0ETTING :OO NOON TO  PM
s #ARICATURE NOON TO  PM
s 9OUTH #IRCUS 0ERFORMERS OF
Everyday Circus (1 p.m. to 1:30
p.m.)
s -IMES  PM TO  PM
s -AGICIAN  PM TO  PM
s !PPEARANCE BY &RED"IRD 
p.m. – 3 p.m.)
s #HILDRENS 'AMES n ,AWN
Bowling, Duck Pond, Bean Bag
Toss, Sack Races, Ring Toss
s &ACE 0AINTING4ATTOOS
s ,EMONADE #OTTON #ANDY (OT
Dogs, Chips and desserts by Sweet
Divine
The circus is open to the public
and is free of charge. Donations
will be collected at the event to
benefit Susan G. Komen’s Race for
the Cure.
The Goddard School will also
host a blood drive at the event
from noon to 3 p.m. The blood

drive is in conjunction with the
Mississippi River Regional Blood
Center.
To make an appointment for the
blood drive or for more information about it or the circus, call
(618) 692-9460.
Visitors of the circus may also
tour the school and its Annex that
is utilized for before- and afterschool care. Free registration will
be available for fall enrollment
to new families signing up at the
event.
The
Goddard
School
in
Edwardsville is part of Goddard
Systems, Inc. (GSI). It was recently
named #1 Childcare Franchise in
the U.S. by “Entrepreneur” magazine for the ninth consecutive year
(January 2010) and one of the Top
200 Franchise Systems (in worldwide sales) by “Franchise Times”
for the fourth consecutive year
(October 2010). Headquartered in
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, GSI
currently licenses 360+ franchised
schools with more than 43,000 students in 34 states.

Gardeners prepare for
Pond-O-Rama weekend
For the Intelligencer
Metro East gardeners will be showing off their work during the 12th annual
Pond-O-Rama pond and garden tour Saturday and Sunday. The tour, sponsored by the St. Louis Water Gardening Society, will feature 44 gardens, nine
of which are located in the O’Fallon/Belleville area and five of which have not
been on the tour before.
The weekend tour includes towering waterfalls, gentle trickling streams,
pond-less waterfalls and rain recovery systems.
This the first time the waterfall and pond of Sandy Wheeldon of Shiloh will
be on the tour. Wheeldon’s pond and waterfall was built by Lagniappe, Inc.,
of O’Fallon. It provides a backdrop for plants and shrubs as well as a home
for her koi.
Another of the new sites is a towering waterfall built by Landworks, Inc. at
Memorial Hospital, 4500 Memorial Dr., Belleville.
Tour tickets are available at The Garden Kingdom in Glen Carbon and The
Market Basket in Edwardsville as well as through the organization’s website,
www.slwgs.org. Tickets are $15. People under 18 may attend free.

SIUE plans dedication
For the Intelligencer
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville will dedicate the “Builders of
the University Plaza” at noon on Wednesday.
The plaza honors the work of employees who have helped build SIUE
into a nationally recognized metropolitan university. The event will also be
the first Faculty and Staff Appreciation Day
Faculty, staff, retirees, former and current employees with 15 years or
more with the university will have their names put on a plaque on a brick
in the plaza. New names will be added each year.
“To everyone, who will have his or her name affixed to a plaque and
to those now working toward that same end, I want to express my great
appreciation for your contributions on behalf of our university,” Chancellor
Vaughn Vandegrift said.
The Faculty and Staff Appreciation Day is sponsored by the Chancellor’s
Council, with free food and beverages served by administrators on the
southeast corner of the quad between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Employees will
need to bring their Cougar ID card. Musical entertainment will be provided
by SIUE Steel band from 11 a.m. to noon.
The plaza is in the Hairpin Loop.

